
  GURU GOBIND SINGH PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CLASS –XI    LEVEL -1 SUBJECT-ENGLISH CORE 

  

A PHOTOGRAPH 

 
Q1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

(A) The sea holiday  

Was her past , mine is her laughter , both wry 

With the laboured ease of loss. 

(i) Name the poem and the poet. 

(ii) What are ‘her past ‘ and mine ? 

(iii) Explain ‘Both wry with the laboured ease of lose. ‘ 

 

 

(B) A sweet love , 

My mother’s , that was before I was born. 

 And the sea , which appears to have changed less, 

Washed their terrible transient feet. 

(i) Where are these  lines from and who is the poet ? 

(ii) What has not changed much and why ? 

(iii) What is being indicated in the phrase “Terribly transient feet”? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) What impression do you form of the poet’s mother after reading 

the poem ‘A Photograph ‘ ? 

(ii) “ And of this circumstances there’s nothing to say at all .Its 

silence  silence ” , say the poetess in “ A Photograph “ . what is 

she referring to ? 

(iii) The poet’s mother laughed at the snapshot. What did this laugh 

indicates ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE LABURNUM TOP 

 
Q1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

(A) Then sleek as a lizard , and alert , and abrupt , 

She enters the thickness   ,  and a machine starts up 

Of chitterlings , and a tremor of wings , and trillings ---- 

The whole tree trembles and thrills . 

(i) Who is ‘she ‘ in the second line ? 

(ii) What is the ‘machine’ referred to in the second line ? 

(iii) Explain the meaning of the last line . 

 

(B) It is he engine of her family. 

She  stokes it full , then fits out to a branch –end 

Showering her barred face identity mask 

(i) Why was the word ‘engine’ been used to describe ‘her family’ ? 

(ii) How does she stoke the engine ? 

(iii) What does she look like ? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) Why is the image of the engine evoked by the poet in   

“The Laburnum Top “ ? 

(ii)  How does the Laburnum tree appear in September ? Does the 

arrival of the  goldfinch bring about a change in it ? 

(iii)What do you notice about the  beginning and end of the poem  

 “The Laburnum Top “ ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE VOICE OF THE RAIN  

 

Q1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

(A)  And who art thou ? said I to the soft falling shower ,  

Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer , as here translated : 

I am the poem of the Earth , said the voice of the rain, 

External I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea . 

(i) Who is “I “ referred to here ? 

(ii) How does the rain describe itself ? 

(iii) Which figure of speech is used in the poem ? 

 

(B)  I descend to love the droughts , atomies , dust-layers of  

the globe, 

and all that in them without me were seeds only , latent , 

unborn ; 

And forever , by day and night , I give back life to my  

Own origin, 

And make pure and beautify it ; 

(i) What does “I” do on descending ? 

(ii) Hoe does “I” affect those that have seeds in them ? 

(iii) Explain the meaning of the last line. 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) How does the rain descend ‘on the earth ’ ? 

(ii) To what does whiteman compare the formation of rain and  

why ? 

(iii) How does rain give back life to its own origin ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE  PORTRAIT OF A LADY 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) Describe the changing relationship between the author and his 

grandmother. 

(ii) What was the happiest moment of the day for the Grandmother 

? why? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i) Khuswant singh’s grandmother was not pretty but was always 

beautiful . Explain the meaning of this statement . 

(ii) “When the people are pious and good , even the nature mourns 

their death.” Justify with reference to “The portrait of a Lady “ . 

 

 

 

 

“WE’RE NOT AFRAID TO DIE ….IF WE CAN ALL 

 BE TOGETHER “ 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) Describe the disaster of the large wave which destructed the 

narrator ‘s boat ? 

(ii) What preparation did the author and his wife make for their 

round-the world sea voyage ? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i) “we’re not afraid to die…………if we can all be together” – 

trace down the saga of hardship and bravery as portrayed in this 

adventure story. 

(ii) “Our optimistic attitude helps us to face extremely dangerous 

situations . “ Discuss with reference   to the story “we’re Not 

Afraid to die……..” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISCOVERING TUT : THE SAGA CONTINUES 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i) Why was Tutankhamun’s body buried with gilded treasures and 

precious things ? 

(ii) What did the CT sac of Tut’s mummy reveal ? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i) Describe the CT scan of king Tut’s mummy was carried out on 

5
th

 January 2005 . 

(ii) Knowledge about the past is useful to complete our knowledge 

of the world we live in .Explain from the chapter “Discovering 

Tut “ .  

 

 

LANDSCAPE OF THE SOUL 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

 (i)How was Quinton able to marry the painter’s daughter ? 

 (ii)What is the difference between Chinese and European vies of art? 

 (iii)Explain the concept  of Shanshui ? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i) What do you know about Nek Chand and his work ? Write a 

couple of examples. 

(ii) “The European may rule over the territory he has conquered 

,but only the artist knows the way within. “ 

 

THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i)Why did Aram find it hard to believe that Maurad had stolen the 

horse ? 

(ii) To which Tribe did Maurad and Aram belong ? Which traits of the 

highlighted in the story “The Summer of the beautiful White horse” ? 

(iii) What are the unique traits of the Garoghalanian tribe ? 

 

 



 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i)Did the boys return the horse because they were conscience –

stricken or because they were afraid ? 

(ii)Maurad had the ‘crazy streak ‘ of  the family in him . What do you 

learn  about  him in the story “The summer of the beautiful white 

horse” ? 

 

    THE ADDRESS 

 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

 

(i)Why did the narrator finally decide to forget the address ? 

(ii) What were the narrator’s feelings initially about the things that 

had been left with Mrs Dorling ? 

(iii)How did the  narrator  realize that she has come to the right 

address ? 

 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i)Describe the second visit of Mrs S’s daughter to the house of Mrs 

Dorling . Why did she not wait to meet Mrs Dorling ? 

 

(ii)Why did the narrator say that forgetting Mrs Dorling address 

would be easy ? 

 

   RANGA’S  MARRIAGE 

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i)How did the author make the marriage of Ranga and Ratna 

possible? 

(ii)How can you say that Ranga still followed his rituals and 

traditions? 

(iii)Do you find a change in Ranga’s thinking after he mate Ratna? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i)What was the role of the astrologer in bringing about the marriage 

of  Ranga  with Ratna ? 

(iii) Indian society has moved a long way from the way marriage is 

arranged in the story .Discuss . 

 



ALBERT EINSTEIN AT SCHOOL  

Q1 Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words. 

(i)What characteristic of Einstein’s nature is highlighted by the 

exchange between him and the teacher ? 

(ii)What reasons did the head teacher offer for expelling Albert from 

school ? 

(iii)What was Albert’s plan for further education after leaving the 

school at Munich ? 

 

Q2 Answer the following questions in 120 to 150 words. 

(i) What are Einstien’s view on education as revealed  in his 

conversation with the History teacher ? 

(ii) What was Einstien’s plan to get away from school ? How was 

Yuri of  help to him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    WRITING SECTION 

NOTICE 

Q1 As the vice principal of you school , write a notice informing the 

students of classes X and XII about the overnight excursion to a place of 

historical importance. 

Q2 As the principal of your school , Write a notice informing the students 

about the special coaching in cricket , basketball and tennis during the 

summer vacation. 

POSTER 

Q1 Design a poster on “SAVE THE EARTH “ on behalf of the pollution 

board ,Rajasthan state. 

Q2 Prepare a poster to be issued by the Ministry of Health in public 

interest  warning people against the dangers of smoking. 

JOB APPLICATION 

Q1 You are S.Khan / K.Prasad , a Physics teacher in Vasant Kunj Public 

school , Gurgaon . You have come across the following advertisement in a 

national daily . You consider yourself suitable for the post .Write an 

application in response to the advertisement. 

Q2 You are Aditya / Priya in house No.7322 , sector 14 , Chandigarh 

.You  have seen an advertisement in the newspaper for the post of a 



“Software Engineer “ in National Software  Company . Write an application 

with complete biodata to the  Manager of the company. 

ARTICLE 

Q1 You have to write an article for school magazine on “ Good Manners “ . 

Using the ideas given below along with your ideas , write in 150-200 words. 

Q2 Write an article the impact of revolution  brought about by 

“Information  Technology “ in India to be published in your school 

magazine , in about 150-200 words. 

SPEECH 

Q1 Media has a strong hold on society .Write a speech in 150-200 words on 

media influences public opinions , to be delivered in the school assembly. 

Q2 Write a speech in 150-200 words in the topic “The harm that mobile 

phone and Smartphone are creating in student lives” . 

 

 

 

GRAMMAR 

Q1 

A passage has been given below . It has not been edited properly .Underline 

the error and write the correction in the space provided. 

My father become Chief secretary of Tamil Nadu e.g Become Became 

On 1962.Soon after, he told my cousin and me, A   

Whenever we accompanied him to any functions B   

We were to sit on the car on either side of him C   

And give him a nudge if we saw a policeman D   

salute him which he was preoccupied studying E   

his notes. He said so that he was concerned F   

Of the policeman standing in the last sun. G   

He felt that he would return their greetings H   

When they took trouble of saluting him.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Q2 

In the passage given below , one word has been omitted in each lines .Write 

the missing word in the provided. 

On the bank of Ganga , where  e.g of the  Ganga 

it emerges of the Himalayan foot-hills, A    

There are long stretches forest. There are B    

Villages the fringe of the forest inhabited C    

By bomboo cutters and farmers .This area an D    

Ideal hunting ground and animals E    

Are not numerous as they used to be. F    

Tre trees , too , have disappearing slowly G    

And as the forest recedes the animals lose H    

Their foos and shelter.     

 

Q3 Write the following in the active voice. 

(i) A terrible mistake has been made by a teenagers. 

(ii) The fire alarm has been sounded by him. 

(iii) The roads are now jammed with fire engines. 

(iv) Water is being sprayed by them with great force. 

(v) The teenager is being asked by the family to apologies  for his prank. 

(vi) The teenager can be running away. 

 

 

 

Q4 Re-arrange the jumbled words to form meaningful sentences. 

(a)began to/ the station  / cards / the train / when /whistled off / we/ 

from 

(b)of smoke / outside / a wing / there/ curling / the kitchen / out of / 

was / the chimney 

©fear/farmers/displacement / from / economic zone/special/large-

scale 

(d)providence / Vivekananda / in/of/believed/ the/ god 

(e)world/country/finest/is /the/in / the/ india  /our 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


